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delegation consisted of Government nominees, carefully
selected from those who were likely to support Government
proposals. The Indian States were represented by some
of their officials. The Conference met this time at the
Palace of Westminster.
d. THE COMMUNAL AWARD
Within the intervening period between the second and
third Round Table Conferences, His Majesty's Government
gave their decision upon the communal question, which
they reluctantly undertook to consider after the Indian
politicians had given it up in despair. During the second
Round Table Conference, the Prime Minister appointed an
informal Conciliation Committee under the chairmanship
of Gandhi; but, after a week's strenuous efforts to reach
a settlement, he announced " with deep sorrow and deeper
humiliation, his failure to secure an agreement with the
Communities concerned," * and suggested that this " sinful
wrangle " would continue so long as there remained un-
certainties in regard to " the fundamentals of the Con-
stitution." He said :
" The solution can be the crown of the Swaraj Con-
stitution, not its foundation, if only because our differences
have hardened—if they have not arisen—by reason of
the foreign domination. I have not a shadow of doubt
that the iceberg of communal differences will melt under
the warmth of the sun of freedom."
It became increasingly clear to His Majesty's Govern-
ment that the communal question was growing into a
serious obstacle in the way of framing the Constitution,
and that once they could clearly indicate the basic method
and proportions of representation between the rival claims
of different communities, the communities themselves might
1 On this occasion Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru recorded a brief impression
in his little diary as follows : *' Witnessed the funeral of so-called Indian
Nationalism, chief pall-bearers being . . . When will it be re-born ? "

